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in Germany at that time for a peasant to mortgage his land,
and frequently the mortgage was high and the methods of the
collector harsh. 'Any one who had a 100 gulden to invest3,
says Luther, 'could gobble up a peasant a year with no more
danger to his life and property than there is in sitting near a
stove and roasting apples.' For such practices he has nothing
but condemnation. This may be called usury or not/ he says,
'but it does the same work, as lands, cities, lords, and people
are burdened, fleeced, and ruined.3

What Luther hoped for was clearly a return to a far simpler
way of life than that which he saw around him in Germany
in the sixteenth century. Influenced partly by his peasant up-
bringing, partly by an Old Testament picture of patriarchal
society, partly by violent and somewhat indiscriminate revul-
sion from the economic developments whose abuses he con-
demned, he would have liked men to return to an idealized
version of the sort of life which had been lived in most European
countries round about the eleventh century. Such a desire
would in any case have been difficult to accomplish, and
Luther gave no indication at all of how it could be brought
about. For an essential principle in his teaching, and a prin-
ciple which he fell back upon when pressed for definition of his
generalizations, was that it was wrong for the Church to sully
and degrade itself in the dust of ordinary human activities and
secular strife. The means of salvation could originate only
through the communion of the individual soul with God. Once
this salvation was complete, the individual might and should
make its results felt in secular activities. Indeed, a devotion
to agriculture and simple industry was strongly to be recom-
mended, as being a preventive of idleness or undue withdrawal
from the world such as had been practised by the monks. But
no guidance or control in everyday life could be provided by
ecclesiastical legislation or institutions. All such sanctions were
removed, as fostering a worldly spirit within the Church itself
and leading inevitably to those insincerities and abuses which
Luther had inveighed against in the Catholic Church. Definite
guidance on any point could be obtained only from the Bible,